
LoCaRe Low Carbon Retrofit Industrial areas 

What challenge or problem are you addressing? What is the need for the project?   

NWE hosts a vast number of industrial areas with ageing Business Parks, some dating back to the 19th 

century, while available space for new development is scarce. However, it is much easier to design from 

scratch a brand new low carbon Business Park on undeveloped land than to reconvert older economic 

areas to tomorrow’s standards. These are often strategically located, favoring optimization of their 

interactions with urban neighborhoods in a low carbon perspective (transport, energy production and 

sharing, shared amenities, …) 

Objective of the project:  

The project will address the following issues: land and building ownership or renting; energy production 

and consumption; transportation; waste management; biodiversity; pollution mitigation; 

cultural/sensitization aspects. 

Why do you need transnational 

cooperation? 

 

While the need for space optimization is a cross-

cutting issue in the densely populated NWE, the 

practice of brownfield regeneration is largely 

regional. Each region has developed expertise, 

produced its own legal and technical body of 

knowledge, before CO2 reduction emerges as a 

priority. We have an opportunity to upgrade the 

practices at a transnational level through the 

implementation of a low carbon strategy. 

Types of partners:  

The partnership should be comprised of: Owner of 

brownfield site; Business and Industrial Parks 

Managers and Developers (testing the concepts); 

Universities (state-of-the-art knowledge); energy 

companies (grid management, ...); local authorities 

(urban design); …  
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