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What challenge or problem are you addressing? What is the need for the project?   

The EU Process Industry depends to a large extent on primary raw materials. Their production may 

have a significant environmental footprint and their imports may become challenging in the future. The 

EU strives to become a circular economy and Industrial Symbiosis (IS) can be an important tool to fulfill 

this objective. IS encompasses exchange of materials and energy between companies that have them 

as process residuals and companies that may use them in their processes as inputs. 

Objective of the project:  

Enhance exchange of secondary raw materials between harbor regions in NWE. Secure supply of 

material inputs, reduce costs for purchasing and disposal of residues, stir innovation in material 

processing and establish networks among industrial actors. 

Why do you need transnational cooperation? 

Regional initiatives have embraced Industrial Symbiosis to enhance exchanges of secondary raw 

materials between industrial players. This strategy can only unlock its potential if it is extented across 

national borders. Within one region a demand may not be met because of limited offer, but it may be 

fulfilled by actors from neighboring regions. This faces challenges of technical, legal, logistic and 

organizational nature which we seek to alleviate.  

Types of partners:  

Industry (enterprises and SME to perform pilot tests) – Research Institutions - Environmental 

authorities – Local authorities such as regional development and harbor organisations (may be 

observing partners) – Business support organisations (may be observing partners). 

   

Your contact details 

Name Gemoets Johan 

Organisation VITO nv 

Region Flanders 

Country Belgium 

Telephone 

number 
+32-477.41.21.09 

Email Johan.gemoets@vito.be 

Website www.vito.be    /   www.smartsymbiose.com 

http://www.vito.be/
http://www.smartsymbiose.com/


 


