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Digitalisation

Session starts at 10:45 CET



Session agenda

• How digitalisation is currently addressed (2014-
2020)

• Project presentations: BE-GOOD and VR4REHAB

• How digitalisation will be covered (2021-2027)
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Contact Point Germany

Digitalisation

How the topic has been addressed in 

Interreg NWE 2014-2020



Digitalisation and Interreg NWE 2014-2020

Interreg NWE Cooperation Programm 2014-2020
Innovation =“something original, new, and important - in whatever field 

- that breaks into (or obtains a foothold in) a market or society”

EU 2020 Strategy
Smart, sustainable and inclusive growth

EU digital agenda 2020

a cross-cutting element

a tool

an enabler



How Digitalisation will be addressed in this session

How the NWE programme and its projects contribute to promoting and supporting 

digitalisation as a process which benefits European citizens, businesses, and the 

environment



Digital 
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Project results and achievements 

• Picture

Blockchain-based applications for SME competitiveness 

Managing anxiety via innovative technologies for better mental health

10 innovative solutions

15 start-ups supported

45 jobs created

Training of 1000 future mental health professionals

2019-2022

Total Budget

€4.9M

2019-2023

Total Budget

€3.9M

12 SMEs expected to use 1 of the 4 BSTART SME-specific

blockchain solutions (TRL up to 6)

20+ new jobs created

€2M new turnover in 3 sectors (health, logistics, 

agrofood)

IT4Anxiety

BSTART



BE-GOOD : Building an Ecosystem to Generate Opportunities in Open Data 

Natalie Oonk-Abrahams

or Lyke Bosma
Project webpage url : BEGOOD | Interreg NWE (nweurope.eu)

Breakout sessions

A video of the project (will be shown after sheet 
4!

https://www.nweurope.eu/projects/project-search/begood/




Mobile App’s

Prediction Models

Data driven Algoritms

DashboardsCitizen interaction App’s

Real & urgent problems “to be solved”: 

challenges

Innovative approach

Existing open data

Contracted Small & Medium Enterprises

Transnational “by design”

Building an Eco system to Generate Opportunities for Open Data

Implemented in real life environment

Transnational re-use

New business models

Job creation

Growing data awareness

The way forward…..

6 solutions ready for 2nd implementation

(2+) 

(11) 

(11) 

(>30) 

(++++) 

New Geographical Area (2)

New Target Group (2)

New Economic Sector (2)

Stakeholders involved:

12 local, 17 regional, 23 national, 17 SME

METHODOLOGY DATA DRIVEN SOLUTIONS IMPACT & UPTAKE

11 new innovative products and services



BEGOOD | Interreg NWE (nweurope.eu)

https://www.nweurope.eu/projects/project-search/begood/


Film

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c75gGPzqmec



The way forward: capitalisation

Assessment Digital Transformation for Ecosystem Stimulation

Diagnostic tool for organizational change management: Digital Transformation 
guidance & support

Compilation of impacts and value creations of BE-GOOD and beyond

Impact and value created from BE-GOOD and beyond: a sustainable BE-GOOD 
ecosystem

Additional Roll out 
new geographical area

- Cleanest air route
- Predictive roads
maintenance

Additional Roll out 
new target groups

- Continuity of traffic
- Natural heritage

Additional Roll-out 
new economic sector

- Graph Tracing Engine
- Rate my service



Partnership
• How would you describe the 

main added-value of working 
together at NWE level?

Results
• What unforeseen benefits or 

challenges have emerged during the 
course of project implementation?



BE PRO ACT (4 Public services)

Background

Significant part of the infrastructure in 
the EU is built 50-70 years ago. Digital 
technologies can upgrade 
maintenance and gives insight in the
real time asset health status.

Predicting the degradation proces 
prevents failure and helps
government to replace and renovate
the infrastructure just in time. 

Approach

The ecosystem will be designed, built 
and maintained with partners, 
centered around an asset health 
analytics centre. Its open and
modulair concept consists of flexible
and re-usable components that
enable real time asset health status 
monitoring and 100% predictive
maintenance.  

Partnership between public and
private partners guarantees quick
uptake in the market and benefits for
all stakeholders involved.

Results

Implementation of Smart 
maintenance in different types of 
infrastructure

EU co-creation of asset health centres
with guidelines, sensor 
standarisation, cyber security,data
analytics toolkit, prediction models, 
lessons learned for new contracts, 
stakeholder alignment and adaptation
to new technology.  

Impact

➢ Preventing failure of critical infrastructure

➢ Just in time renovation and replacement.

➢ 10% cost saving for maintenance and large 
renovation of infrastructure.

➢ Flattening the “investment & capacity” curve 
for replacing over aged infrastructure

➢ Accelerating the Digital Transformation in EU 
by harnessing the power of Asset Health 
Centres.

Programme

Duration

Budget

EU contribution

Partners

Contact information: raymond.feron@rws.nl

EU-Digital

4 years

5 Meuro

3 Meuro

See top banner

Sewage maintenanceLocks & Sluices Water treatment

Digital transformation in EU

Aim

The project stimulates and accelerates
the use of digital technologies, follow 
trends in the market, cooperate and 
experiment with new technology, 
uniform and developen a toolkit for
monitoring and collection data of 
assets that enables real time 24/7 
asset health status and predictive
modelling of maintenance

Building an Ecosystem to improve Performance of  Real time Operations and lifetime of  infrastructure using Asset health CenTer(s)

Real time asset health status and 100% predictive maintenance. 

Road Maintenance

Big Renovation issues, High 
Costs, New technology, Less

resources.
• Technical degradation

• Function changes
• Increased risk at failure. 

WHY

“Flatten the curve” Adopt to new technology

WHAT HOW

Complex Digital Transformation

New Digital Expertise

Convincing Business Case

Significant challenge ahead

European co-design helps to scale up

New contracts needed

New Stakeholder alignment

Next level #1 EU Theme:  Digital Transformation

Partnership:

Continue to work together in the future

Next EU Prgramming period



BE-GOOD : Building an Ecosystem to Generate Opportunities in 
Open Data 

Project webpage url : BEGOOD | Interreg NWE (nweurope.eu)

Breakout sessions

Close & Thank-you & please join the Breakout 
sessions

Natalie Oonk-Abrahams Natalie.oonk@rws.nl
Raymond Feron Raymond.feron@rws.nl
Lyke Bosma Lyke.Bosma@rws.nl

https://www.nweurope.eu/projects/project-search/begood/
mailto:Natalie.oonk@rws.nl
mailto:Raymond.feron@rws.nl
mailto:Lyke.Bosma@rws.nl


VR4REHAB 

June 22th, 2021

The Future of XR

Remco Hoogendijk

Sint Maartenskliniek



Interreg NWE project 
(2017-2023)

Why?
VR and AR can help optimizing rehabilitation protocols, accelerating 
patients’ recovery, promoting treatment adherence and easing 
reintegration into daily life.

VR4REHAB offers a solution for better and personalized healthcare, 
through the co-creation of Virtual Reality-based rehabilitation tools

The current extra work package offers an extension in terms of region 
(+Ireland and Belgium) and subject (Long Covid-19 patients)

VR4REHAB



Our partners

•Sint Maartenskliniek (the Netherlands)
•European Association of Virtual Reality and 

Augmented Reality (EUROVR) (Belgium)
•St. Mauritius Therapieklinik (Germany)
•Teesside University (UK)
•Royal Free London NHS Trust (UK)
•University of Lille (France)
•University College Cork (Ireland)
• In4Care (Belgium)

VR4REHAB



Fields of interest

Pain 
Management

Therapy 
Adherence

Cognition

Lower limbUpper limb

VR4REHAB

Lower limb Covid-19



VR4REHAB

Structure
1. Hackathons

2. Game Jams

3. Challenges

4. Open Innovation 
Network

https://vr4rehab.org/blueprint/


2017-2018
5 Hackathons

To select the most brilliant ideas for rehabilitation with VR & AR 
technologies

VR4REHAB



2018-2019
5 Game Jams

To develop the ideas into workable 
demos

VR4REHAB



2019-2021
>5 Challenges

To tranform the demos into applications to be introduced into the 
market

VR4REHAB



VR4REHAB 
Teams



2021
Last May

VR4REHAB





https://vr4rehab.org/congress/


www.vr4rehab.org
info@vr4rehab.org

Merci!

http://www.vr4rehab.org/
mailto:info@vr4rehab.org?subject=Info


Video Presentation • VR4REHAB

https://youtu.be/VAJs-pp9CGk


Video Presentation
VR4REHAB

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=40U293wS8t8


Thematic sessions

Digitalisation

Main features of the new 
Programme 2021-2027

Alexandre Colombani
Unit Coordinator – Interreg NWE



Digitalisation in 2021-2027

Digital services and digitalization in the ERDF draft 
regulation

‘ERDF should contribute to the development of an 
inclusive digital society’ to : 

- Deliver public services more effectively
- Enhance networks and services for local 

communities
- Address problems of disadvantaged areas



Digital services and digitalisation in the future NWE 
programme :

• Digitalisation has a role to play in tackling the joint 
challenges identified for the NWE area

• No Specific Objective (SO) fully focused on digitalisation

• BUT agreement on that fact that digitalisation can be 
found in projects of all priorities

• Digitalisation is a tool / enabler, not a goal in itself



Thematic orientations 
2021-2027



Thematic orientations 
2021-2027



• Elaboration and implementation of joint strategies 
or action plans 

• Pilot actions for testing tools / solutions upscaled 
and replicated

• Capacity building and awareness raising activities 

• Involvement of different stakeholders through a 
quadruple helix approach

Type of activities



Timeline

• October 11-14 : Presentation of the 2021-2027 
Programme at European Week of Regions and 
Cities 

• End of  2021 / early 2022 : Interreg Programme 
submitted to the Commission 

• Spring 2022 : First call for proposals

• Follow all the latest news on:



Thank you for taking part in our event!

Browse through our 
latest publication to 
find out more about 
the impact of our 
projects.

https://www.nweurope.eu/news-events/latest-news/nwe-making-an-impact-cooperation-in-action/


Thank you for taking part in our event!

Visit our Future 
Programme section 
for up-to-date content 
on Interreg NWE 2021-
2027

https://www.nweurope.eu/future-nwe-programme/


Stay connected!

• Sign up for updates: https://www.nweurope.eu

• Follow us on social media 

@INTERREG_NWE

INTERREGNWE

Interreg North-West Europe (NWE)

https://www.nweurope.eu/
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