
Precision diagnostics for bleeding disorders in 

North West Europe 

 

Challenge: More than one Million people in Europe have defective Platelets, Von Willebrand Factor (VWF) or 

Coagulation Factors. Although these patients have a high risk for bleeding, the majority of them are not 

diagnosed. This under-diagnosis is a consequence of the policy to move to fully automated test systems in 

diagnostic laboratories, while precision testing for Platelet Function Disorders, Von Willebrand Disease or 

Coagulation Disorders is banned from these labs.  

We are building an infrastructure to offer precision diagnostics for bleeding disorders (platelet and VWF 

function testing and thrombin generation) to the general practitioner (patients with heavy bruising and 

repeated nose bleedings), to the dentist (patients with oral cavity bleeding and bleeding after tooth extraction) 

and to the gynaecologist (women with heavy menstrual bleedings). These patients can be offered prophylactic 

treatment to prevent life-threatening bleedings during delivery or surgery or after accidents or trauma. 
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Objective of the project: Our aim is to offer an adequate diagnosis to people with bleeding symptoms. 

These patients will be offered tailored prophylactic treatment if they give birth, or undergo surgery or enter 

the first-aid and intensive care departments.   

 

Need for transnational cooperation: In all countries over North West Europe, the Laboratory facilities 

to detect platelet function defects, VWD and coagulation defects have been banned and replaced by non-

specific fully automated tests. A transnational collaboration is needed to bring precision tests for bleeding 

diagnostics to general practitioners, dentists, gynaecologists, surgeons and anaesthesiologists.  

What kind of partners you are looking for? We are looking general practitioners, dentists, 

gynaecologists, surgeons and anaesthesiologists, for first-line signalling of bleeding disorders.  Furthermore, 

we need entrepreneurs to build a transnational infrastructure between the different partners in the different 

countries. 

Contact details:  

Mark Roest  

Synapse Research Institute,  

Oxfordlaan 70, 6229 EV Maastricht  

The Netherlands 

m.roest@thrombin.com 

tel: +31681032534  
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