Support Network for Social
Entrepreneurs

SUNSE

What challenge or problem are you addressing? What is the need for the project?

The challenge of creating youth employment in rural areas remote from main markets is common across
Europe.

Highlands and Islands Enterprise is seeking partners interested in developing solutions through the
stimulation of social innovation by creating temporary (pop-up / mobile) social innovation hubs in
rural/semi-rural settlements.

These hubs will provide a support network for social entrepreneurs to develop their ideas, create
business models and become established in their own premises, delivering economic and social impacts
and contributing to local regeneration.

Objective of the project:

To create innovative supportive environments in which social entrepreneurs are enabled to generate and
evolve potential business ideas, allowing new start-up social enterprises which create employment and
encourage population retention.

Why do you need transnational cooperation?

Outmigration of young people from rural areas is a
common problem across Europe.

Through collective learning we aim to develop models that
are replicable across numerous geographies.

We hope to establish innovative delivery models of
business start-up support in collaboration with partners
who may already be investigating similar outcomes.

Shared learning and experiences from across Europe will
help engage the next generation of social entrepreneurs.

Types of partners:

HIE is looking for partners with objectives to deliver
economic/social development in semi-rural and/or rural
areas that also experience significant levels of
outmigration, especially of young people.

Your contact details
Name Kevin MacDonald
Organisation Highlands and Islands Enterprise
Region United Kingdom
Country gcotland
Telephone number +44 (0) 300 013 4973

Email kevin.macdonald@hient.co.uk

Website www.hie.co.uk

4

== /

m


mailto:kevin.macdonald@hient.co.uk
http://www.hie.co.uk/

