
 

Natural Gas and Biomethane for 

Heavy Goods Vehicles 

 

Challenge:  

The decarbonisation of Heavy Goods Vehicle (HGV) road transport can only be achieved in the 

short to medium term by a transition away from diesel and its substitution by natural gas, 

either in compressed form (CNG) or liquefied form (LNG), preferably blended with bio-methane.   

 

The 2014 EU Directive on alternative fuels sets out minimum requirements for the building-up 

of alternative fuels infrastructure, including refuelling points for natural gas, to be implemented 

by means of Member States' national policy frameworks.  The strategy will only be successful, 

however, if the market responds to the policy stimulus, which will only happen if there is a 

business case for energy companies, transport operators and vehicle manufacturers to invest 

in the necessary facilities.   

Objective of the project:  

The aim of the project is to carry out a market demand study to determine the optimum 

locations for gas refuelling infrastructure along the TEN-T Core Network in the countries of 

North West Europe with the involvement of gas suppliers, transnational HGV operators and 

local planning authorities, to build and operate a pilot network of refuelling stations and to 

evaluate its performance.  The project will build on a project previously funded by the TEN-T 

Programme.  

 

Need for transnational cooperation:  

The project is targeted mainly at road freight operators who operate transnational routes with 

Heavy Goods Vehicles.  There is a need for new standards for gas refuelling facilities to be 

developed across borders and the project will develop such standards.   

What kind of partners you are looking for? : 

The project is proposed by Gasrec and Transport & Travel Research (TTR).  Gasrec has just completed 

a study with deployment of one permanent gas refuelling station in UK, which was part-funded by the 

TEN-T Programme.  The study conducted by TTR highlighted a number of barriers to further 

deployment (in particular lack of demand from transport companies linked to non-availability of 

suitable vehicles).  The Interreg project is designed to overcome these barriers. 

The following organisations (particularly ones based in Ireland, The Netherlands, Belgium, Northern 

France, Germany and also UK,) are invited to join the project: 

• Gas supply companies; 

• Operators of Heavy Goods Vehicles and other transport operators (e.g. bus companies) 

interested in investing in gas vehicles; 

• Local authorities interested in the deployment of gas refuelling infrastructure on the TEN-T 

Core Network. 

Contact details : David Blackledge, Transport & Travel Research Ltd David.blackledge@ttr-ltd.com Phone +44 1543 416416 
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