
Smart Local Supply 

 

Challenge: What challenge or problem are you addressing? Need for the project? 

Caused by the demographic changes and urbanization 

processes, rural areas are facing radical and rapid changes. 

Already today a proceeding demise of the traditional and 

characteristic retail structure, vacancies and spreading 

discounter chain stores lead to increasing conformity 

throughout European shopping areas. Also social aspects are 

relevant in this context as processes like isolation, digital & 

financial exclusion especially affect the less mobile and socially 

disadvantaged population. These connections underline the 

necessity for cities and communities to proactively look for 

integrated strategies that can stop and turn around the 

described downgrading processes. The project addresses the 

need to promote the uptake of all types of innovation with a 

strong focus of service innovation combined with social 

innovation. 

 

 

 

Objective of the project: what your project aims to achieve/change 

The project aims at establishing innovative and sustainable smart market places in 

rural areas and involving their local products in the online markets. It wants to 

achieve a strengthening of the role of local producers and retailers in the online 

market sector as well as to facilitate the integration in the online market activities of 

old and disadvantaged people in the territory covered by the partnership. 

Main outputs will be modular prototypes of smart market places, App solutions, 

service delivery mechanisms and improved business processes, a transnational 

cluster and training scheme plus a competence centre as a pilot investment. 

 

Need for transnational cooperation:  

In most of the countries involved experiences have been gained so far with different models of online supply. 

Success for small retailers has been hardly achieved and the participation of old and poor people requires 

significant support as a factor of social policy at local and regional level. Exchange of experiences among 

NWE will help to define best practice and user networks. The cooperation will allow an interdisciplinary 

approach in R&D and demonstration. The competence centre will enable transnational know-how transfer 

among all groups of actors involved. 

What kind of partners you are looking for? : 

The project team comprises an effective partnership from France, Belgium, Netherlands and Germany, with a 

focus on the regional authorities. Academics, SMEs and business associations in general and specifically 

further Partners from UK and Ireland are welcome. 
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