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Connecting Bigdata Startup communities in Midsize cities 

Challenge:  

Medium sized cities face the phenomenon of brain-drain 
towards bigger cities when it comes to innovative start-ups. 
This contributes significantly to the gap of innovation 
performance between regions of North West Europe. 
Whereas start-ups are everywhere, an excellent support 
infrastructure and ecosystem aren’t. As a result, start-ups are 
typically clustering in major cities attracted by the strong 
ecosystems and a critical mass of resources these cities offer. 
As a result, medium sized cities often find it difficult to 
position themselves as actors in the knowledge economy, 
albeit their potentials. Big Data has become the raw material 
for innovation. Turning this data into smart data can lead to a 
new source of economic growth in medium sized cities, in 
different application areas, as agrifood, media, mobility and 
energy. 

Objective of the project:  

The aim of the project is to strengthen the ecosystem in NWE medium sized cities, working in 
different application areas of datasciences, by enhancing the supporting ecosystem and connecting 
them into a transnational network, enabling more and better cross sectoral cooperation, cross-overs 

between application areas and know how transfer, to 
achieve a critical mass. The project focusses on 4 
elements in the ecosystem: housing, networks, 
coaching and finance resources. The project 
specifically targets regions that are relatively lagging 
behind in terms of innovation performance, by 
encouraging them to collaborate with more developed 
regions, to effectively tap into their resources. 

 

Need for transnational cooperation:  

The transnational cooperation of innovation actors will result in policy learning between the support 
organisations and knowledge spillovers. It will also allow for a more innovation friendly and 
supportive environment, contributing to the better exploitation of research outcomes for the 
development of new technologies, products, processes and services generating an impact on the 
societal, spatial, economic and environmental conditions of NWE territories.  

 

Consortium so far 

So far, the following cities have shown interest in the project: the city of ‘s-Hertogenbosch 
(Netherlands, lead partner, focus bigdata in agrifood), Dundalk (Ireland, bigdata in engineering & 
media), University of Aachen (Germany, bigdata in hightech), University of Coventry (England, 
bigdata in mobility & energy) and city of Heerlen (Netherlands, bigdata in media) 

We look for medium sized cities from regions which are Moderate Innovators and for 
professional institutions working in the field of innovation and data science.  

Contact details: Piet Jan den Dikken (p.dendikken@s-hertogenbosch.nl)  

City of 's-Hertogenbosch, Netherlands 
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