
 

Innovative regional climate protection and energy  

transformation processes in Europe 

Energy transformation and systematic climate protection can be expected to be 

more successful, sustainable and efficient when organized and facilitated in a 

regional multi-actor transformation and innovation process. This process is 

based on and inspired by a regional stakeholder dialogue bringing together all 

relevant stakeholders and interest groups from the region. 

The central product of such a learning, planning and regional innovation process can 

be a regional 'energy plan' that has been jointly developed and agreed by all actors 

in the dialogue and that displays all measures that need to be implemented step-by-

step. 

Challenge: 

European and national climate protection goals and the decarbonisation of our societies and 

economies may not be achieved in the long-run (until 2050), because the various efforts and 

limited resources of individual stakeholders and institutions are not systematically organised 

and coordinated and the potentials of regions and their stakeholders are not yet mobilized. 

Municipalities and local administrations tend to focus on ‘their own’ solutions and projects 

within their political boundaries rather than pooling resources with neighbours and other 

stakeholders and earning synergies. 

In addition, neither the need for significant climate protection and the transformation of 

today’s energy systems is fully acknowledged and understood by politicians, citizens and 

economic agents, nor the chances of decarbonisation and energy transformation. 

Regions, urban conglomerations or other groups of municipalities throughout Europe need to 

cooperate and learn together how these challenges can be faced by set up region-spanning 

innovative climate protection and energy transformation processes. 

Objective of the project: 

To develop a transferrable concept for coordinated and sustainable regional climate protection 

and energy transformation processes in Europe. 

Need for transnational cooperation: 

The approach of regional transformation and innovation processes based on regional dialogues 

should be practically tried and tested by interested partner regions in Europe and eventually be 

developed further by all partners into an improved and transferrable concept. 

What kind of partners you are looking for? 

Regions/regional institutions, Regional development agencies, groups of neighbouring 

municipalities, regionally organised civil society/citizen groups etcetera. 

Contact details: 

Jens U. Hasse, FiW Research Institute for Water and Waste Management, Aachen, DE 

Mail: hasse@fiw.rwth-aachen.de 



 


