Circular economy in the build environment

Challenge

The project will address several issues in the build environment related to sustainability and
resilience of buildings. The building sector is a major polluter, a high user of resources and creates
a lot of waste. Also there is a clear mismatch in the NWE area with the stock of buildings: vacancy
of certain buildings, demand for others. There is a need for higher adaptability of buildings. This is
the same case of the housing stock.

Furthermore the building sector needs incentives to innovate and adapt. There are already
companies in the sector that know they have to change, but don't know how.

Introducing the circular economy can help to address these problems.

Objective of the project:

The main objective is to further the knowledge and practical experience that is currently still
missing in regards to the circular economy and the build environment (e.g. concept of separation
of base building and fit-out, modularity,...). The focus is mainly on demonstrating this in the built
environment and the uptake of existing technologies. There will be several pilots in different
regions to do this. We also want to accelerate this by actively involving SME's and helping them
adapt. We'll also be looking into policy and regulations, business models and other organisational
aspects.

Need for transnational cooperation:

There is a need do this project with territorial cooperation to accelerate the circular economy in
the region. Without transnational cooperation the individual circular demonstrations in the
different regions won't learn from each other and there will be none or less synergy. Furthermore
they won't be on such a high level to properly speed up the circular economy in the build
environment. The current systemic problems of the building sector will take longer to get rid of
and the area risks falling behind. If we want to do something about these problems, we need to
cooperate on the scale of a transnational level.

What kind of partners you are looking for? :
Companies, mainly SME’s, knowledge and research institutes, public authorities, ...

Who have one or more of the following competencies: (technical) know-how for demonstrations,
knowledge about policy and regulations, understanding of circular business models,
understanding of how to involve the different types of SME's in the building sector.

We already have strong partners in Flanders and the Netherlands, but none yet in other areas.
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